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Attack on U.S. Forces at 
Hamid Karzai International 

Airport
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The overall classification of this briefing is: UNCLASSIFIED
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• Not a complex attack

• No gunshot wounds

• Did not kill any U.S. or Civilians post-blast

• Unlikely partners

• Time of attack

Key Points
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AUG

15 AUG
Kabul falls to Taliban
Pres. Ghani departs Kabul
U.S. Embassy evacuation complete

26 AUG
ISIS-K attack at 

Abbey Gate 
261736AUG21

13 US KIA
Gates close

31 AUG
All US aircraft 

depart HKIA 
310002AUG21

18 AUG
82nd ABN HQ and 

remainder  of 1/8 
Marines arrive to 

HKIA

14 AUG
US Embassy begins 

evacuation

10

20 AUG
Chevron emplaced

16 AUG
Large security breach 
on perimeter
Coordination with 
Taliban for security 
assistance
NSU employed; clear 
runway by 
162230AUG21 

13 AUG
1/8 Marines 

arrive to HKIA

14 AUG
24 MEU and 2 

PARA (UK) begin 
arrival to HKIA

15 AUG
2/1 Marines, 1-
82nd ABN and 
CLB-24 arrive to 
HKIA

19 AUG
2 PARA and 3 PARA 
begin operations out 
of Barron Hotel

29 AUG
UK departs 
HKIA

28 AUG
All nations 
besides 
US and 
UK depart 
HKIA

~1300 27 AUG
Ramp Ceremony held

19 AUG
2/1 Marines opened 
and manned Abbey 
Gate

20-22 AUG
Gates close 
temporarily 25 AUG

East Gate and 
North Gate close 

permanently

Timeline of Key Events

25 – 26 AUG
Four imminent threat 

streams reported at 
Abbey Gate—2/1 

Leaders take 
appropriate action

~1600 26 AUG
1 PLT, G Co replaces 
4 PLT, G Co at canal 

at Abbey Gate

~1700 26 AUG
BGen Sullivan 
visits Abbey Gate

27 AUG
US WIAs 
evacuated 
from HKIA 
by 0700

312015 25



ORIENTATION TO HKIA 
PERIMETER SECURITY FROM 

20 – 27 AUG 21
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Camp Alvarado

ABBEY 
GATE

BLAST 
SITE

NSU 
GATE

: HKIA Perimeter

: 1/8 Marines

: 2/1 Marines

: 1-82nd ABN

: Comfort Area 

: High-Speed 

Avenue of Approach

N

USFOR-A JTF-CR

WEST 
GATE

BLACK
GATE

STATE
GATE

SOUTH 
GATE

ANA 
GATE

OGA 
GATE

North HKIA

2

Comfort Areas

NORTH 
GATE

High-Speed Avenues of 

Approach

EAST 
GATE

UNCLASSIFIED

2/1 1/8

82 ABN

1/82

24 
MEU

2/1 
STP

24 
STP

Main
Hospital     

1/82 
Hospital

ECC
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Inner Gate

82nd Tower

Chevron
Sniper Tower 

Outer Gate

Blast Location

Foot Bridge

Water Tower 

N

UK Tower 
Barron Hotel

Foot Bridge
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Orientation to Abbey Gate
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Inner Gate

Chevron

Outer Gate

N

Alternate 

Evacuee Ingress

Barron Hotel
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Flow at Abbey Gate 20 – 26 AUG 21
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Abbey Gate 21AUG21 UNCLASSIFIED
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Abbey Gate 22AUG21
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IVO Abbey Gate 25AUG21
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Abbey Gate 25AUG21
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Abbey Gate 26AUG21

UNCLASSIFIED



UNCLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED

Abbey Gate 26AUG21
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Large and Unruly Crowds at Abbey 
Gate 25AUG21
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Video of Blast at Abbey Gate
~261736AUG21
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Post-Blast UAS Footage at Abbey Gate 
~261740AUG21



ABBEY GATE

KIA / WIA LOCATIONS WITH FRAG 

PATTERN 26AUG21 POST-BLAST

U.S. KIA Location
U.S. WIA Location

N
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~261731AUG21 UNCLASSIFIED
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Blast Analysis
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Blast Site Orientation
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View from Attacker View from Service Members



LOCATION OF POTENTIAL 

EVACUEES KILLED IN THE 

BLAST AT ABBEY GATEN

UNCLASSIFIED

Pre-Blast 26AUG21

Post-Blast 26AUG21
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• BLUF: There was no complex attack; it was a single attacker not accompanied by enemy 
small arms fire. 

• Supporting Facts: 

• Only one explosion

• Leaders unanimously 

agree – no complex attack

• Effects of fog and friction

• Uncertainty

• Blast effects

• CS gas

• Warning shots 82nd Tower

Sniper 

Tower

N

CS Gas

Taliban

UK

No Complex Attack

Friendly Forces
Outgoing Fire

Water Tower 
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• BLUF: The wounds sustained by the KIA were so catastrophic that none could be saved. 

• Supporting Facts: 

• Catastrophic wounds
• Most KIA arrived at hospital deceased or expectant

• Effective triage

• Robust capability
• 9 surgical teams.

• STP and enroute care team saved lives

• Providers and examiners agree that wounds of KIA were too catastrophic to save.

• Trauma Surgeon “…not even at Bagram did we have that many surgical teams, 

and we had plenty of whole blood.” 

• Surgeon, "We had orthopedic, trauma, critical care, general surgery, O-5 and above 

in charge of those sections.“ "Would it have mattered if we had more Class VIII or personnel? 

No, because we had all we needed. Did we need more people? No, we had a lot of experience

on the team and plenty of people.“

• Every Service Member that could be was saved.

Medical Capabilities
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Abbey Gate 21AUG21 UNCLASSIFIED


